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MY FAVOURITE ROOM

Lisa Worth’s living room
As the design expert on CBC’s Steven and Chris show, Lisa Worth is no slouch when it comes to renovations. In addition to the
many dwellings she reimagines as president of Worth Interior Design Ltd., she gutted and redesigned the home she shares with her
husband, their two children and dog Lola in Aurora, Ont. soon after purchasing it 12 years ago. Her pride and joy is her living room,
which, she admits, she uses infrequently. In a sense, it’s a shrine for her favourite things, including a host of reclaimed objects that
she has breathed new life into. “It’s my museum room,” the Toronto native says. “I go there when I want to relax.”
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2. The faux lion’s foot
“This I found at Angus & Company on
Dupont Street in Toronto. I love that it is
small but makes a big statement.”

3. The etchings
“These I found in Paris. I bought
them from a street vendor who
caught my eye. They’re framed in
velvet.”
4. The silhouettes
“These are from my favourite
consignment store in Toronto, Of
Things Past. I love them because
they add a classic touch to a space
as well as a sense of timeless
elegance.”

5. The pillows
“All three are different – no matchypoo for me. Two I stumbled upon,
which I hate to admit because as
a designer I like custom-made.
The coral one I found at this very
cute interior design store on Bruce
Street in Thornbury, Ont., which I
discovered when having lunch with
girlfriends. The [one with the urn] – I
can’t remember where it’s from but I
love it. The third I made myself, from
damask silk by Vervain in Paris.”

6. The sofa
“White never goes out of style. I had
slipcovers made for the pair of sofas I
purchased the year I got married and I
have never tired of them.”
7. The coffee table
“I came across this table curbside on a
morning run at my cottage on Georgian
Bay. I’m a sucker for anything with
bamboo accents. I loved the legs and
had to have it. I added black paint and
then it was mine.” – DEIRDRE KELLY
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I’m considering installing a large, free-standing
outdoor umbrella in my backyard for extra
shade. Do you have any tips, caveats or hot
alternatives I should consider before I buy one?”
The popularity of oversized backyard umbrellas is soaring, but, given the crazy weather
we’re experiencing this summer, be sure to buy one that’s heavy enough to withstand high
winds and rain. The key is to choose one with a base that is galvanized and at least 100
pounds. My favourite brand is Tuuci, which makes high-quality, flexible umbrellas that come
in both a side- and centre-pole design. As for the depth of shade you’re seeking, the experts
at Fresh Home & Garden, an outdoor-furniture store in Toronto, offer this helpful insight:
“An umbrella is similar to a lamp shade – the whiter [it is], the brighter it is.” That is, darker
umbrellas create a deeper, more pure shade and, in the city at least, won’t show the dirt quite
as much as a white shade does. On the other hand, white shades stay crisp and modernlooking because they don’t suffer from sun bleaching
the way colour shades do. Before you start shopping,
however, study the sun pattern in your backyard to
determine the size of the area that needs shade and at
what time of day it’s required. As for an alternative to
a great big umbrella, place your lounge chairs or patio
set by a tall wall for shade protection or built a pergola
for varying degrees of shade. Even easier, invest in
sombreros for all your guests.
Architect and interior designer Dee Dee Taylor Eustace appears
on The Real Designing Women, which airs Saturdays at 4 p.m.
ET on HGTV. Follow her on Twitter: @ddtaylordd. Have a
design dilemma? E-mail style@globeandmail.com.

TGAM.CA/homeandgarden Al-fresco decor
Check out five of the best pieces of furniture to bring a luxe,
indoor aesthetic to your outdoor space
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1. The chairs
“I just love it when I stumble on a great
find, and these I came across at an
antique dealer that was closing shop.
They came loaded with patina and, while
the temptation was to refinish them, I
chose to leave them in a vintage state. I
don’t regret my decision.”

